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law enforcement agents to eavesdrop on our 
phone conversations and other communications. 

These plans include an advance in scattershot 
invasions of privacy. As USA Today put it in an 
indignant editorial, the White House desires 
widespread tapping of any phone a suspect 
might conceivably use”— when it is impossible to 
specify a particular phone number. And this 
“could open the door to massive abuses of peo- 
ple’s rights.” 

These roving wiretaps could well encompass 
pay phones and even private phones used by 
people who are not suspects. If, moreover, ihir 
proper warrants were obtained for the wire- 
tapping, the evidence would still be used in court 
so long as the agents did not act in “bad faith.” 

1 expect that J. Edgar Hoover may yet be 
redeemed, for he always believed what Rep. 
Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) declared after what 
happened in Oklahoma City; “In wartime, it’s 
different than peacetime. In terrorism time, it’s 
different from peacetime." 

This is the congressman who introduced the 
president s Omnibus Counterterrorism Act in t!j£J 
House. The auguries are that once more, we win 
put civil liberties aside in terrorism time — and 
repent at some future date. 




